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PROPOSED REVISION: 

Correct some rules associated with the PROGRAM-ADDRESS identifier.

JUSTIFICATION:

Reference 2 contained the following comments (# 7, 8):

7. Page 102, 8.4.2.14, Program-address-identifier, GR 2, first sentence:  This rule appears to require support for multi-language programming, but it is actually implementor-defined whether this is supported.   Change this to say "The program may be written in COBOL or in another language for which the implementor has declared support.  "

8. Page 102, 8.4.2.14, Program-address-identifier, GR 3:    GR3 appears to confuse the program-address-identifier concept with the concept of a restricted program pointer, e.g. 01 X usage program-pointer to program-prototype-name.  The construct ADDRESS of PROGRAM program-prototype-name is an identifier that cannot be a receiving operand, hence can't be changed and always points to exactly the program named in the specified prototype. 

Thus it appears that GR3 should be simply removed.

Note that if GR3 meant merely to say that the "unique data item" has the characteristic that it is a restricted pointer, then it has this characteristic for the specified operand, regardless of whether identifier-1, literal-1, or program-prototype-name-1 is specified.  

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial investigation

GR 3 cannot be deleted, because we need to say the data item has the characteristics of a restricted program pointer; but a clarification is needed.

Meeting 217

J4 concluded that the rules need some improvement, and the SET rule needs to be relaxed.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 104, 8.4.2.13.3, Program-address-identifier, GR 3, change in part to:
“… program-address-identifier has the characteristics of a program-pointer restricted to program-prototype-name-1.”

2. Page 371, 13.16.58.3 USAGE clause, GR 16, include note content in rule as a second sentence.
3. Page 371, 13.16.58.3 USAGE clause, GR 17, second paragraph, first sentence, change to:
"The program may be written in COBOL or in another language for which the implementor has declared support."
4. Page 371, 13.16.58.3 USAGE clause, GR 18, include note content in rule as a second sentence.
5. Page 511, 14.10.35.2 SET statement, SR22, change in part to read:

“… shall reference a restricted program-pointer and the program-prototypes associated with identifier-9 and identifier-10 shall have the same signature.”

RESOLVED ISSUES:

1. N/A

OPEN ISSUES:

1. None

